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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Original) In a relational database management system (RDBMS), a method of 
processing related records comprising: 

receiving a plurality of related records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of an RDBMS; 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table using a 
published function of said RDBMS; and 

responsive to a triggering condition, selectively purging particular related records 
of said set from said single table. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the triggering condition identifies at 
least one of said plurality of related records and said purging step purges non-identified 
related records of said set. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said purging step purges each one of 
said plurality of related records. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said table includes a data type for 
specifying said phirality of related records and said associating step further comprises 
assigning to each one of said plurality of related records a common identifier confonning 
with said data type, wherein said common identifier is unique to said set. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , furflier comprising: 

disassociating selected records from said set responsive to a triggering condition. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, fUrther comprising: 

deleting throughout said RDBMS, records linked to said purged records using 
referential integrity rules . 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, said associating step further comprising: 
associating selected records of said set as a subset wherein said particular related 

records of said purging step include at least one selected record of said subset. 

8. (Original) In a relational database management system (RDBMS), a method of 
processing related records comprising: 

receiving a plurality of related records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of an RDBMS; 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said smgle table, 
wherein each one of said phiraUty of related records is assigned a common identifier 
unique to said set which conforms to a data type in said table for associating said plurality 
of related records; and 

responsive to a triggering condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 
related records, selectively purging particular non-identified related records of said set 

9. (Original) A relational database management system (RDBMS), comprising: 

a table for storing a plurality of records, wherein said table is configured with an 
identifier for specifying related ones of said plurality of records as a record set, wherein 
said identifier is tmique to each said record set; 
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an associate record set processor for associating said related ones of said plurality 
of records with one another as a record set within said table; and 

a purge record set processor for purging selected ones of said record set in said 
table responsive to a triggering condition. 

10. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, further comprising: 

a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaiiiing associations of 
said related ones of said plurality of records within said table. 

1 1 . (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, wherem said identifier is a data type. 

12. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, further comprising: 

a disassociate record set processor for disassociating selected records of said 
record set responsive to a triggering condition, 

13. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, wherein said purge record set function 
^olQXes records linked to said purged records throughout said RDBMS. 

1 4. (Original) A relational database management system (RDBMS), conqjrising: 

a table for storing a plurality of records wherein particular ones of said plurality of 
records are related; 

an associated record set processor for associating said related ones of said plurality 
of reconis with one another as a record set within said table; 

a purge record set processor for purging selected ones of said record set in said 
table responsive to a triggering condition; and 

a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaining associations of 
said related ones of said plurality of records witiiin said table as said record set. 
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15. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 14, wherein said pre-dcfmed table includes an 
identifier for specifying related ones of said plurality of records. 

1 6. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 1 5, wherein said identifier is a data type. 

17. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 14, further comprising: 

a disassociate record set processor for disassociating selected records of said 
record set responsive to a triggering condition. 

18. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 14, wherein said purge record set function 
deletes records linked to said purged records throughout said RDBMS. 

19. (Original) A machine-readable storage, having stored thereon a computer 
program having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing the 
machine to perform the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of related records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of a relational database 
management system (RDBMS); 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table using a 
published fimction of said RDBMS; and 

responsive to a triggering condition, selectively purging particular related records 
of said set from said single table. 

20. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein said triggering 
condition identifies at least one of said plurality of related records and said purging step 
purges non-identified related records of said set. 
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21. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein said purging step 
purges each one of said plurality of related records. 

22. (Original) The machine-i^dable storage of claim 19, wherein said table 
includes a data type for specifying said plurality of related records and said associating 
step further comprises assigning to each one of said plurality of related records a common 
identifier conforming with said data type, wherein said common identifier is unique to 
said set. 

23. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, further comprising: 
disassociating selected records from said set responsive to a triggering condition. 

24. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, further comprising: 
deleting throughout said RDBMS, records linked to said pnrged records using 

referential integrity rules. 

25. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, said associating step 
further comprising: 

associating selected records of said set as a subset wherein said particular related 
records of said purging step include at least one selected record of said subset 

26. (Original) A machine readable storage, having stored tiiereon a computer 
program having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing Jhe 
machine to perform the steps of: 

receiving a plxirality of related records; 
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mserting said plurality of related records into a single table of a relational database 
management system (RDBMS); 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table, 
wherein each one of said plurality of related records is assigned a common identifier 
unique to said set which conforms to a data type in said table for associating said plurality 
of related records; and 

responsive to a triggering condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 
related records, selectively purging particular non-identified related records of said set. 

27. (New) The method of clann 1, wherein the associating step establishes an 
intra-table referential integrity among said related records, and wherein the intra-table 
referential integrity results in the purging step. 

28. (New) The method of claim 8, wherein the associating step establishes an 
intra-table referential integrity among said related records, and wherein the intra-table 
referential integrity results in the purging step. 

29. (New) The system of claim 9, wherein the associate record set processor 
establishes intra-table referential integrity among said related records, and wherein the 
intra-table referential integrity causes the purge record set processor to purge the selected 
ones of the records responsive to the triggering condition. 

30. (New) The system of claim 14, wherein the associate record set processor 
estabhshes intra-table referential integrity among said related records, and wherein the 
intra-table referential integrity causes the purge record set processor to purge the selected 
ones of the records responsive to the triggering condition. 
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